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Comment [1]:  All digital references con-
sulted for this memoir were available as of 
April 2010, even though some of them may   
no longer be posted on the World Wide Web. 
Downloads from these sites are now part        
of  my personal archive. To ensure verifiable 
documentation, however, I have listed here as 
many traditional, printed sources as possible, 
most of which can be secured at a major re-
search library. Of necessity, such a bibliog-   
raphy must remain selective: not everything 
relevant to a life can, or should, be cited -- 
hence one meaning of the title, A Privileged 
Past. The reader will also note inclusion of 
foreign-language items. They are not inserted 
to impress. The quality of translations acces-
sible to me while I was writing actually deter-
mined whether or not the original version is 
referenced. Finally, please note the Acknow-
ledgements on the last page of this file. 
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Comment [18]:  This book started out as a 
study of gardens in medieval German literature 
that was going to be called “Gardens of Earth-
ly and Spiritual Delight.” But after a year of 
spadework on actual, physical gardens of the 
Middle Ages, I strayed into imaginary and 
allegorical ones where I have been wandering 
ever since…. What the making of symbolic 
chaplets of verbal roses as gifts for the Virgin 
meant to some medieval practitioners is best 
described in the words of one who wrote, “We 
live as if in Mary’s rose garden, those of us 
who occupy ourselves with roses.” I hope the 
guide to medieval rosaries provided here will 
serve as a useful map to those likewise in-
terested in exploring Mary’s rose garden. 
(pages vi, vii-viii) 
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